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Problem: 

Underachievement 

for African-

American students 

Cause #1 – Student: Low motivation, lack 

of study skills, low self-confidence, low 

basic reading and math skills 

Cause #2 – Home: lack of parental 

support  

Cause #3 – School: discriminatory 

practices of teachers, lack of support 

networks – extracurricular, academic 

support 

Cause #4 – Community: Racism, 

poverty, crime, unemployment, 

drug abuse, family structure 


