High Frequency Word Assessment

[bookmark: _GoBack]The purpose of this assessment is to determine the number of high-frequency words that students know.  This automatic recognition of high frequency words is a part of automaticity. When high frequency words are instantly recognized, the short-term memory is not overloaded and is freed to focus on comprehension of what is going on in the story. Therefore, this assessment can be used throughout the year to record students’ growth in automatic word recognition.  

Eventually students will encapsulate the letters of word into a bonded unit that is recognized immediately. For assessment purposes, the words are read out of context and in isolation, because they should be instantly recognizable as encapsulated units by students. If a student has to stop and “tap out” or “say the sounds of each letter in the word” before saying it correctly, this should be noted. 

Directions: 
The following is a list of recommended starting points by grade level: 
· Kindergarten winter and spring start with List A 
· Grade 1 fall start with List A and move on to List B, C, and D when ready 
· Grade 2 fall start with List B and move on to List C and D when ready. Try List A if List B is too hard.

Place the list of words on the table in front of the student. If a student cannot recognize at least 5 words in a row on a list or misses 8 in total on a list, ask him/her to read the previous list. 

As the year progresses and a student masters all words on a list, you have the option of asking him/her to read the list for the next grade level. 

Scoring: 
A student must read the word correctly to score a point. Self-corrections are counted as correct. Record all attempts at a word, and analyze them to note the features in a word a student notices. 
Remember, a student can often remember a word in isolation, but cannot read that same word s/he sees it in text or writes the word. We need to identify the situation in which the student knows words. Of course we hope that s/he reads words in isolation, reads it in context, writes it in isolation, and writes it in context. Only then will a student achieve the automaticity with words that will contribute to comprehension and fluency. By examining the student’s performance on the Spelling Assessment, the Text Reading Subtest, and your own observations during the various balanced literacy components in your classroom, you can notice if the child reads the words in context, writes them in isolation, or writes them in context. 








Word Identification Assessment
Student’s Name: _________________________________ 	Date: ____________________
LIST A:
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE

	the
	
	we
	
	I
	
	it
	

	to
	
	and
	
	a
	
	up
	

	is
	
	at
	
	my
	
	see
	

	go
	
	he
	
	me
	
	do
	

	like
	
	you
	
	on
	
	an
	

	in
	
	can
	
	so
	
	no
	

	am
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Number Correct:  _____/25	 
STUDENT COPY:
	the
	we
	I
	it

	to
	and
	a
	up

	is
	at
	my
	see

	go
	he
	me
	do

	like
	you
	on
	an

	in
	can
	so
	no

	am
	
	
	




Word Identification Assessment
Student’s Name: _________________________________ 	Date: ____________________
LIST B:
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE

	went
	
	will
	
	are
	
	too
	

	this
	
	all
	
	look
	
	be
	

	for
	
	as
	
	get
	
	ball
	

	come
	
	by
	
	got
	
	day
	

	play
	
	did
	
	was
	
	has
	

	had
	
	her
	
	they
	
	him
	

	fun
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Number Correct:  _____/25	 
STUDENT COPY:
	went
	will
	are
	too

	this
	all
	look
	be

	for
	as
	get
	ball

	come
	by
	got
	day

	play
	did
	was
	has

	had
	her
	they
	him

	fun
	
	
	



Word Identification Assessment
Student’s Name: _________________________________ 	Date: ____________________
LIST C:
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE

	eat
	
	sat
	
	if
	
	read
	

	jump
	
	run
	
	man
	
	she
	

	or
	
	sit
	
	not
	
	then
	

	mom
	
	his
	
	out
	
	say
	

	now
	
	us
	
	of
	
	yes
	

	put
	
	saw
	
	ran
	
	girl
	

	how
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Number Correct:  _____/25	 
STUDENT COPY:
	eat
	sat
	if
	read

	jump
	run
	man
	she

	or
	sit
	not
	then

	mom
	his
	out
	say

	now
	us
	of
	yes

	put
	saw
	ran
	girl

	how
	
	
	



Word Identification Assessment
Student’s Name: _________________________________ 	Date: ____________________
LIST D:
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE

	when
	
	back
	
	your
	
	I’m
	

	about
	
	because
	
	from
	
	very
	

	than
	
	could
	
	away
	
	have
	

	them
	
	make
	
	came
	
	any
	

	big
	
	into
	
	been
	
	there
	

	after
	
	were
	
	who
	
	mother
	

	just
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Number Correct:  _____/25	 
STUDENT COPY:
	when
	back
	your
	I’m

	about
	because
	from
	very

	than
	could
	away
	have

	them
	make
	came
	any

	big
	into
	been
	there

	after
	were
	who
	mother

	just
	
	
	



Word Identification Assessment
Student’s Name: _________________________________ 	Date: ____________________
LIST E:
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE

	little
	
	three
	
	two
	
	their
	

	going
	
	where
	
	here
	
	want
	

	but
	
	today
	
	that
	
	home
	

	said
	
	down
	
	over
	
	under
	

	don’t
	
	much
	
	our
	
	love
	

	what
	
	know
	
	with
	
	take
	

	let
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Number Correct:  _____/25	 
STUDENT COPY:
	little
	three
	two
	their

	going
	where
	here
	want

	but
	today
	that
	home

	said
	down
	over
	under

	don’t
	much
	our
	love

	what
	know
	with
	take

	let
	
	
	




Word Identification Assessment
Student’s Name: _________________________________ 	Date: ____________________
LIST F:
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE

	things
	
	more
	
	school
	
	idea
	

	walk
	
	soon
	
	always
	
	often
	

	great
	
	such
	
	find
	
	best
	

	until
	
	think
	
	last
	
	family
	

	high
	
	never
	
	easy
	
	house
	

	next
	
	wait
	
	pretty
	
	same
	

	ask
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Number Correct:  _____/25	 
STUDENT COPY:
	things
	more
	school
	idea

	walk
	soon
	always
	often

	great
	such
	find
	best

	until
	think
	last
	family

	high
	never
	easy
	house

	next
	wait
	pretty
	same

	ask
	
	
	




Word Identification Assessment
Student’s Name: _________________________________ 	Date: ____________________
LIST G:
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE

	again
	
	might
	
	each
	
	suddenly
	

	begin
	
	special
	
	goes
	
	beautiful
	

	together
	
	couldn’t
	
	does
	
	either
	

	friend
	
	thought
	
	enough
	
	they’re
	

	should
	
	while
	
	you’re
	
	themselves
	

	through
	
	without
	
	ready
	
	probably
	

	yourself
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Number Correct:  _____/25	 
STUDENT COPY:
	again
	might
	each
	suddenly

	begin
	special
	goes
	beautiful

	together
	couldn’t
	does
	either

	friend
	thought
	enough
	they’re

	should
	while
	you’re
	themselves

	through
	without
	ready
	probably

	yourself
	
	
	



Word Identification Assessment
Student’s Name: _________________________________ 	Date: ____________________
LIST H:
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE
	WORD
	STUDENT RESPONSE

	near
	
	question
	
	everything
	
	against
	

	wouldn’t
	
	old
	
	need
	
	happen
	

	kind
	
	several
	
	someone
	
	myself
	

	slowly
	
	everyone
	
	follow
	
	few
	

	better
	
	being
	
	since
	
	really
	

	answer
	
	understand
	
	plan
	
	wanted
	

	different
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Number Correct:  _____/25	 
STUDENT COPY:
	near
	question
	everything
	against

	wouldn’t
	old
	need
	happen

	kind
	several
	someone
	myself

	slowly
	everyone
	follow
	few

	better
	being
	since
	really

	answer
	understand
	plan
	wanted

	different
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