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Writing Practice for 4th ELA State Exam Test
Rubric:
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Score Point 4 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows logically from the task and purpose
(When she first got there, they spoke through her dad because he spoke both languages). The response
demonstrates insightful comprehension and analysis of the text (Then they made their own language and
they would hang out with each other). The topic is developed with relevant, well-chosen facts from the text
(they were able to have names for eachother: The grand mother was called Sitt, which means grandma
in Arabic and habibi which means darling in Arabic). Varied, relevant evidence is sustained throughout
(point to habibi’s stomach; sit under the lemon tree; go on the roof and smell the air; look at the sky, and
take down the laundry). Purposeful organization is exhibited by the skillful linking of ideas using grade-
appropriate words and phrases (when, sooner or later; then, an example, also, last but not least, that is
how). The response provides a concluding statement that follows from the topic and information presented
(That is how the narrator s relashionship with her grandmother developed during the story). The response
demonstrates grade-appropriate command of conventions, with few errors.
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Score Point 3 (out of 4 points)

This response clearly introduces a topic in a manner that follows from the task and purpose (4 file girl
and her grandmother had). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate comprehension and analysis of
the text (a very special relationship). The topic is developed with relevant details from the text (made up.
a special language so they could communicate even though they do'nt speak the same language and the
grand mother gave the litle girl a purse with a picture of the lemon tree on it and go on walks, pick mint
leaves off of a tree and get milk from a cow). The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas using
‘erade-appropriate words and phrases (so, but, That s how). The response provides a concluding statement
that follows from the topic and information presented (That's how the little girl and the grandma have
a special relationship). The response demonstrates a grade-appropriate command of conventions, with
occasional errors (dont) that do not hinder comprehension.
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Score Point 2 (out of 4 points)

‘This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task and purpose (Their
relationship develops). The response demonstrates a literal comprehension of the text (by spending time
together; they get 10 know each other more better). The topic is partially developed with the use of some.
textual evidence (saw ladies putting jugs of water on their heads and point at each other s stomach if they
were hungry). The response exhibits clear organization, and links ideas using grade-appropriate words
and phrases (an example, this shows, so, for example). Appropriate, domain-specific language is used
inconsistently (know each other more better). The response demonstrates grade-appropriate command of
conventions, with occasional errors that do not hinder comprehension.
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Score Point 1 (out of 4 points)

‘This response introduces a topic in a manner that follows generally from the task (There relationship
deviops). The response demonstrates litde understanding of the text (Learned how to love each other).
Ideas are developed using minimal evidence (they made lemonade, went on the roof, played). The response
does not explain how the narrator and her grandmother communicate. This response exhibits litle attempt
at organization and lacks the use of linking words to connect ideas. No concluding statement is provided.
‘This response demonstrates emerging command of conventions, with some errors (There, deviops, Went,
Played) that may hinder comprehension.





